SC Livable Communities Alliance
The South Carolina Livable Communities Alliance supports the planning, designing, operation, and
maintenance of public highways in a manner that provides safe, convenient and comfortable travel and
access for users of all ages and abilities regardless of their mode of transportation. The Alliance believes
that all South Carolinians deserve to live in safe, healthy communities. Complete streets or Multimodal
streets make communities and neighborhoods more livable, by ensuring all road users of all ages and
abilities —people walking, bicycling, driving, and catching a bus – can travel safely. Providing a modern
multimodal network of streets and highways benefits the state economically and improves the quality of
life for our citizens. The mere existence of sidewalks, bike paths, and increased access to transit has
positive effects on safety, physical activity levels, and access to economic opportunities. There has been
a national and global trend toward increased bicycle and pedestrian activity, and we see the same
increase in demand in South Carolina.
South Carolina ranks 48th and 46th in the country in the fatality rate of people walking and bicycling.
Studies show that improving infrastructure design, in coordination with repaving opportunities as
systems age, is the most effective method of increasing safety and decreasing fatality rates of people
walking and bicycling. Today, two of every three adults (66%) in South Carolina are overweight or
obese. South Carolina ranks 13th in the nation for adult obesity and 2nd in the nation for childhood
obesity. In 2015, approximately $8.5 billion were projected for obesity-related health spending in the
state. Increased physical activity is associated with lower rates of obesity and chronic illnesses, such as
diabetes and heart disease.
Access to complete streets in neighborhoods also supports environmental sustainability, and is linked to
economic benefits for communities, such as increased property values. Other economic benefits of
multimodal streets include personal transportation cost savings, a greater number of construction jobs
relative to traditional highway projects, and added value and level of service for more road users. In
communities across South Carolina, many people with disabilities (or decreased abilities) rely on
pedestrian infrastructure to get to work on foot, on wheels, or using accessible public transit.
Specifically, the South Carolina Livable Communities Alliance supports a Multimodal policy that:










seamlessly integrates state roads with local streets, with national multimodal design
standards,
coordinates tightly between state, regional and local planning and elected bodies,
ensures your mode of transportation is just as safe as all the others,
honors rural and urban interests,
invests in long-term state priorities
moves our state towards a higher quality of life,
integrates with Federal Highway Administration required safety performance measures,
improves SCDOT processes and street designs, and restores trust and transparency,
supports people of all abilities having full access to their chosen mode of transportation

Join us in creating safe, healthy communities. We are in full support of a state policy that enables streets
that are safer, healthier, and more accessible for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of their mode
of transportation.
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